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Anything Can Cause Anything; A Belated Tribute to A
Chiropractic Icon — William David Harper, D.C, M.S.,

F.I.C.C.
JAMES M. RUSSELL, D.C*

This paper is a personal tribute to W.D. Harper, D.C, with special emphasis
on Dr. Harper's presidency at Texas Chiropractic College, his book. Anything
Can Cause Anything^ and his role in the landmark England Case.

)/; William D. Harper. Jr.. (eenter) from the ¡968 Texas Chiropraetie
College yearbook. Alpiia

I am going to tell you a story - the little-known story
f the scientific validation of chiropractic principles as
onnulated by D.D. Palmer, in a court of law.

I first became aware of W.D. Harper soon after I
ompleted my studies at Texas Chiropractic College (TCC).
\c was not actively teaching during that time, much to my
egret. It was soon after beginning my private practice
1 Freeport, Texas, in 1949, that I became aware of Dr.
iarper's joining the faculty at TCC, teaching principles,
hysiology and pathology at various times. He continued
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in this capacity; and as his competence and skills became
obvious, he was promoted to the position of Dean.

Also during this time, several significant changes were
taking place at TCC. It was the decision of the college
to join with the National Chiropractic Association (NCA)
to embark on the long and difficult road to accreditation.
Another development was an agreement by the school's
owners and the alumni association for the purchase of the
school to make it professionally owned, in accordance with
the requirements of the accrediting agency and the United
States Office of Education, a division of the Depaiiment of
Health, Education
and Welfare. A
third development
was the passage
of a chiropractic
licensing law in
1949. This law
included a basic
science clause
requiring every
D.C. to have two
years of basic
science courses
completed before
entering TCC.
During all this
turmoil, a plan was worked out between TCC and San
Antonio Junior College enabling our students to complete
all the basic science courses and all the TCC requirements
for graduation in forty months. If the TCC student passed
all basic science courses with a "C" grade or better, he or she

Drs. Julius Troilo and IVilliam Harper with
the emblem of the International College of
Chiropraetors: fmm the November ¡963

Issue of tlie Journal of the National Chiro-
practic Association

Reprinted by permission of the Association for the History of Chiropractic



Anything Can Cause Anything - James M. Russell
50

could avoid the Basic Science Examination. Much thanks
and appreciation goes to the late Julius C Troilo, D.C,
then president of TCC, for working out this coordinated
program with the San Antonio College.

The next challenge confronting the college was the
requirement by the accreditation committee to have each
college establish an autonomous body to insure that the
policies set by the commission were earried out. As
a result, the Foundation Board was created with Dr. Ed
Heam as president and myself as vice-president. Because
of all the turmoil due to the many challenges stated above.
Dr. Ileam resigned his position, and the Foundation Board
was updated and became the Board of Regents, at which
time 1 was named Board Chairman.

At this same time, we were forced to look for new
facilities. As one official on the NCA board told Dr. Troilo
and me, "We are tired of putting any more money in that rat
hole! [sic]" As it turned out, fate took a hand in the person
of Dr. Jodie Baier of Houston, who had found an eight-
acre piece of property in Pasadena, Texas, for sale; and
he thought it would fit our needs. To our further surprise.
Dr. Baier ofFered to sign a note for the property. After
agreement with our board and the Alumni Association, all
thai remained to be done was to settle the existing mortgage.
In the deliberations that followed, the three owners agreed
[0 settle the note. This left us with the right to sell the
San Antonio property for enough to pay off the reduced
mortgage, pay all the outstanding debts and depart San
Antonio with a balance of $25,000, representing the net
worth of TCC at that time. And a good credit rating! This
development caused many of us to feel highly elated at the
prospect of TCCs having a new home. Dr. Troilo and I
spent several days with Dr. Markham, Doctor of Education
and President of Pasadena Junior College, to establish a
similar program to the one we had had with San Antonio
Junior Coliege on the two-year basic science requirement.
He was most eooperative, and no problems developed.

We are now up to 1965; improvements were made to
accommodate the facilities and students, using the $25,0000
from the sale of the San Antonio properties. As events
developed, the board was faced with financial restraints
and realized it was unable to pay the salaries of both Dr.
Troilo and Dr. Harper. A painful decision was made, and
Dr. Troilo was tenninated; William D. Harper became the
sixth president of Texas Chiropractic College.

The William David Harper Clinic and Research Building on the TC
campus was dedicated on 4 April ¡974.

As time progressed, conditions continued to improv
both in enrollment and finances; and with Dr. Harper
financial skills, we were able to purchase an addition;
ten acres adjoining the original eight acres, giving us
campus of eighteen acres. By 1974, a new public clin
and research facility was built and dedicated to honor f)
William David Harper for his outstanding contributions I
the college up to that time. With his Master's degree i
engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technoloj
he drew on his engineering knowledge to help in securin
a contract to build the facility for much less than t!
estimated cost of buildings at that time.

By 1975, we had been on the new property over tc
years. Now, it was necessaiy to seek a loan for a propose
edueational building. Dr. Harper and 1 met with Mr. Nolc
Bedford, a loan officer at one of the Pasadena banks. D
Harper brought in ten years' worth of college tax returns pk
yearly financial statements to justify the request for a loai
When Mr. Bedford reviewed the documents, I rememb^

'̂ 'g saying, '1 hav
never before hear
of an education;
institution makin
aprofit,butlcann(
argue with th
figures." And h
approved the loai
As we becam
better acquaintc
in subsequei
meetings, w
asked him t
become a membc
of our board. H
readily agree
and was a m
beneficial membc
because of hi
financial acumei

Anything Can Cause Anything. 1997 (cour-
tesy of James M. Russell. D.C).
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Dr Jeny England, circa 1957

he building was completed in 1978, providing
iditorium/cafeteria, library, labs, classrooms and lounge,
nbeknownst to me, the regents secretly agreed to honor
c by naming it the James M. Russell Education Center.

With the school ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ - ^ ^ ^ — ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ —
3w relocated from
an Antonio to
asadena, which was
)out one hundred
liles closer to my
ome in Freeport,

was much more
jnvcnient for me
( visit the school,
hich I usually did
n Thursdays, my
:gular day out of my
ffîce. It was during
lese more frequent
isits that Dr. Harper
id I discussed school
evclopments and
roblcms and agreed
n the best approach to
Iiproving and/or solving them. Dr. Harper prided himself
n his ability to solve problems. He cited one occasion
hen he was working in a defense plant in Massachusetts
lat had a contract with the govemment to build Liberty
hips for the Merchant Marine. The problem was that no
nc employed there could turn out propeller shafts that
ere balanced and milled to the exact specifications so that
ley would not vibrate and cause great damage to the ship,
inally Bill Harper was called in. Within a short time, he
/as able to make the necessary changes and the problem
/as solved.

I also teamed during these visits that Dr. Harper was
/riting a book with the express purpose of submitting D.D.
aimer's principles of chiropractic to the accepted facts
f the basic and clinical sciences to prove the principles
onect or not, once and for all. Another objective of

book was to form a basis on which the chiropractic
rofession could unite under D.D. Palmer's principles,
AVxch Palmer had listed in his writings. This first edition
f Anything Can Cause Anything was published in 1964;
nd there have been three more editions since that time.

The fourth and latest edition was published in 1997.
This one includes Dr. Harper's testimony in the England
trial, which is the primary reason for my writing this paper.
When I first read Dr. Harper's testimony, I was thrilled
and excited beyond belief, and I told him that was the
finest hour of his career and chiropractic's finest hour as
well. For the first time in the history of this profession,
chiropractic principles were subjected to cross-examination
by outstanding medical experts in anatomy, physiology,
neurology, pathology and bacteriology; and Dr. Hatper
passed all the cross-examination with flying colors.

One of the most important statements in Dr. Harper's
testimony appears in the England trial transcript in the
Appendix oí Anything Can Cause Anything:

By Mr. Simon:
Q. First, would you explain to the Court
the choice of words used in the title of your
work here?
A. I believe that the basic reason that I
picked this title above anything else was
expressed by Dr. Mayerson yesterday in
connection with his remarks concerning the
function of the nervous system and what
could irritate it and listing the things that
could...
The Court (Judge Christenberry): What
could [something) a witness said yesterday
have to do with your selection ofthat name
long ago? The question was, "How did you
happen to select that name?"
The Witness: Because anything can irritate
the nervous system as pointed out by Dr.
Mayerson.
By Mr. Simon:
Q. And once there is irritation it can
necessarily insinuate itself in body
dysfunction?
A. One other addition to that. In Best &
Taylor it points out that any sensory fiber
coming into the posterior column of the
cord lies in a synaptic relation with all of
the [final] common paths or with every
motor fiber in the central nervous system.
Therefore, the irritation of any sensory fiber
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would bring in ...in conducting impulses
into the posterior horn...could produce a
symptom of dysfunction in any part of the
body. Therefore I chose to say, "Anything
Can Cause Anything."
Q. Reference was made to your book,
particularly page 150 through 151, and !
ask you to read to yourself the underscored
section of it and then make your comments
with respect to it.
A. I believe the section that was mentioned,
"This shift has been necessary because 47%
of the peripheral nervous system does not go
through movable intervertebral [fissurae]."
I believe I just commented on the fact that
the twelve pairs of cranial nerves and the
five sacral nerves, the caudal nerves, and
the first and second pairs of cervical nerves,
which would comprise 21 pairs of the total
of 43 pairs of nerves, or 47%, could not be
affected by pressure at the intervertebral
foramina. And then it continues, "Therefore,
the theory that pressure on a nerve at the
intervertebral foramen is the cause of
disease is 50% incorrect to begin with."
This is correct(l).

An eyewitness account was reported by Dr. Paul J. Ad-
ams in the May 1965 issue of The Texas Chiropractor on
page 34:

Dr. PaulJ. Adams, circa 1959.

In the recent trial
of the England
case I had the
distinct privilege
of witnessing
the greatest
exposition of the
basic principles of
chiropractic in my
entire career in the
profession.

On the third
and final day of
trial, Mr. Simon
put Dr. W.D.

Harper on the
stand as rebuttal
witness. After
questioning Dr.
Harper for about
thirty minutes, he
rendered him to
the opposition.
Their cross
e x a m i n a t i o n
lasted for several
hours. They
carried him
through IC A-AC A-
Master Plan scope of practice - no scope
adopted -journal articles - B.J.'s books -
accreditation (no accreditation of schools
even by the association) - how do you
treat this - that - every question one could
think of. Then they opened their copy of
Harper's book. They started with the title
and went through the last paragraph. He
was the perfect picture of confidence. He
never evaded a question or hesitated. He
explained and qualified everything he said
with exacting biological references, the
authority of which was beyond dispute or
question. Many of the exaggerations and
indiscretions of our past were dragged into
the open.

Dr. Harper gave them the treatment they
deserved in keeping with our understanding
of the science of chiropractic today.
When the defense and the plaintiffs said,
"That is all," the judge nearest the witness
said, "You are excused. Dr. Harper.
Congratulations." The M.D. who advised
the defense counsel approached Harper
with open hand and congratulated him
with, "Dr. Harper, that is the greatest thing
I have ever heard. Can I buy your book?
I want to learn." Mr. Simon said that the
cross examination of Dr. Harper and his
response was the most dramatic scene he
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had ever witnessed in the courtroom. Many
more things could be said about this trial.
But I thought you folks would appreciate a
few words from someone who lived it. In
summation I can only say that Dr. Harper
was fantastic. We have something in this
man{2).

In closing, I would like to add two quotes in addition to
e one above by Dr. Paul Adams. The first was printed in

ic American Chiropractic Association Journal in 1973,
nd it described what we do as follows:

Inasmuch as the basic cause of all disease is
environmental irritation of the nervous system
by mechanical, chemical and/or psychic factors,
it is apparent that any measure that will help
to relieve such irritation constitutes indicated
therapy(3).

This put it all together, and is a roof big enough to cover
:verything. It is open-ended at both ends and defines a
»cience of Existence for ail men and all professions,
»ecause even drugs and surgery do relieve irritation of the
lervous system. The second quote is by Dr. William Harper
:nd it appears on the second page of the fourth edition of
inything Can Cause Anything:

Chiropractic is the science founded on
principles as modem as tomorrow, and which
were here in the beginning. In the future it will
become just what we make of it and not what
others say it is. We should work together to
make it a science(4).

The point of all this is that even though Dr. Harper made
nany contributions to chiropractic and was recognized
or most of them, his greatest contribution by far was his
-,ngland Trial testimony, which In my opinion is too little
cnown, understood and recognized.

Finally, it is my fond hope that Dr. Harper's efforts to
irovide a scientific basis for chiropractic, with this fourth
edition of his book plus the inclusion of his testimony at
he England Trial, be a basis to finally unite this profession

Members oftheACA Committee on Standardization
of Chiropractic Principles, left to right: Drs. Clarence

Weiant. William D. Harper Joseph Janse. A. Earl Home-
wood, and Hcltnut Bittner; from the July ¡965 issue of the

ACA Journal of Chiropractic.

into one professional body. If this were to happen, I know
it would please D.D. Palmer and W.D. Harper, and it would
be a great comfort to me.
"So mote it be."

James M. Russell, D.C.

Drs. Harper and lúi.^^cll during dedi-
cation of Russell Building (courtesy of

James M. Ru.s.sell. D.C).

corrections made. At that time

*Footnote: Upon
approval of my request
to TCC that a fourth
edition of Anything Can
Cause Anything would
include, as an appendix.
Dr. Harper's testimony
in The England Trial,
I was more than
pleased. My wife,
Cynthia, volunteered
to edit so that the third
edition's misspellings
and grammatical errors
would not appear in
the fourth edition. The
college accepted her
offer and she submitted
Chapters 1- 4 with all
the college notified us
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that the school would correct the errors in the remaining
chapters and then submit the manuscript to the publisher.
To our dismay, in reviewing our copy of the completed
fourth edition, we found many of the same errors, as well
as some new ones, to be present. It looks as if someone
relied solely on Spell-Check without the benefit of an
actual literate proofreader. What transpired and who was

responsible we do not know, but it casts a pall of ignoranc
on all of us who had a part in the production of this book
On behalf of us all, I offer apologies to the readers. Th
only request Cynthia has is that her name be remo\ci
from any future printings unless a competent proofrcatic
is employed to correct the errors.

REFERENCES:

1. Dr. William D. Harper, Anything Can Cai4se Anything (Hous-
ton: Texas Chiropractic College. 1997) pp. 137-138. [Corrected for
court reporter's errors]

2. Paul J. Adams. "Dr. William D. Harper at the England Trial,"
Tlie Texas Chiropraetor, 1965, p. 34.

3. Helmut Bittner, William D. Harper, Ear! A. Homewood, Joscp
Jansc, Clarence W. Weiant, "Chiropractic of Today," ACA Journal <V
Chiropractic, 1973 (Nov); 10(11): 35-42 (S-8I through S-88).

4. Dn William D. Harper, Anything Can Cause Anything (Hous-
ton: Tcxa.s Chiropractic College, 1997) p. 2.

29th Annual Conference of
The Association for the History of

Chiropractic
5 - 7 June 2009

Cincinnati, Ohio

Details Will Be Available Soon,
Contact the AHC Executive Director.

Reprinted by permission of the Association for the History of Chiropractic



Reprinted by permission of the Association for the History of Chiropractic




