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Lee-Homewood Award:
Acceptance Address

ROLF E. PETERS, DC, MCSc, FICC, FACC, FPAC

Dr. RolfE. Peters

Friends,
I accept this award with humility

and gratitude not only for myself, but also
for my late wife , Mary Ann Chance, DC,
FICC, FACC, FPAC, and I want to thank
my sponsors.

For those of you who don't know
us, we were a team. We accepted the edi
torship of the Chiropractic Journal ofAus
tralia in 1983. Mary Ann served as co
editor for 25 years before passing to her
next life. I am still the editor of this jour
nal , which was identified by the late Joe
Keating as the "other History Journal,"
since we publish many history papers. The
story of Mary Ann's contribution to chiro
practic was published in Chiropractic His
tory in the Summer edition of 2008.

We were both granted the same
honors over the years: International Chiro
practor of the Year by the Parker Chiro-

practic Research Foundation, Fellowships
by the International College of Chiroprac
tic, the Australasian College of Chiroprac
tic and the Palmer Academy of Chiroprac
tic for services rendered to chiropractic,
Life Membership of the Chiropractors' As
sociation of Australia and a Humanitarian
Award by the Australian Spinal Research
Foundation. The only award that had es
caped me was a PhD for my 500 page the
sis on "Chiropractic in Australia 1905-1945
and the Influence of the Palmer School of
Chiropractic." I was only granted a MCSc
because of the long time it took to com
plete.

And of course now the last top
award still possible, the Lee-Homewood
Award, for which I truly thank you.

Our interest in the history of chiro
practic was sparked while doing research
on the Chance family at the Palmer Ar
chives in Davenport. A chance reading of
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the first issue of "The Chiropractor" of De
cember 1904 mentioned "Among our pre
sent students we are pleased to make men
tion of Mrs. James Brake, of Melbourne,
Australia."

The year 2011 is a special year for
us. It is the 20th anniversary of the Asso
ciation of the History of Chiropractic
Australia, founded by Mary Ann and me.
We had been aware that while chiroprac
tors educated in the United States and Can
ada had a smattering of knowledge of the
history, the new graduates trained in Aus
tralia had no concept of history.

2011 is also the centenary of 1911,
and this is perhaps a good time to teach a
bit of chiropractic history

1911 was a very important year for
the Chance family. James Alan Chamber
lin, Mary Ann's maternal grandfather
graduated from Palmer in 1911. Another
prominent chiropractor, Frank Elliott, also
graduated in 1911. He moved to California
and was beginning to set up his practice at
4200 South Grand Avenue where he had
leased an apartment. He placed a small
sign on the front lawn announcing his prac
tice.

About 5 May 1911 D.D. Palmer
rented the adjoining apartment and placed a
large sign on the front law stating: "Old
Dad Chiro. Discoverer and Developer of
Chiropractic. D.D. Palmer."

When D.D. realised that Elliott was
a Palmer graduate he started berating B.J.,
by telling many wild and fabricated un
truths , and when challenged by Elliott,
Molly, D.D. 's wife, agreed with Elliott,
which made D.D. even more bitter and did
not seem rational.

About 1 June 1911 BJ and Mabel
came to Los Angeles on a business and
pleasure trip and stayed with Frank Elliott
in a spare bedroom, which was separated
by a 4 inch wall from D.D. 's apartment.
D.D. took pleasure sweeping the sidewalk
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under B.J. 's window, which he did until BJ
and Mabel left.

Two Palmer related weddings took
place during 1911.

A wedding of significance to the
Chance family took place in California, in
June, when Frank W. Elliott married Hazel
Johnson.

B.J. and Mabel were among the
guests.

Frank was a first cousin to Mabel
Palmer. Frank's mother, Lucinda (Little)
Elliott, was a sister of Mabel's mother,
Evaline (Little) Heath while Hazel Johnson
was a first cousin of Edna Mary (Johnson)
Chance.

In another wedding, Dr. William J.
Quigley, a 1910 Palmer graduate who had
established a successful practice .in Pitts
burgh, married Elizabeth Heath, sister of
Mabel Palmer, at her parents' home in
Davenport, Iowa. The marriage took place
on Saturday, 2 September 1911, with Rev.
F.J. Clark officiating. Of course William
Heath Quigley, generally known as "Nip"
Quigley, was their first offspring.

Thus the Palmer and Chance fami
lies, and also the Quigley family became
distant relatives.

In time, after Mary Ann's paternal
grandfather, Hugh Chester "Chet" Chance
graduated in 1924 and joined the faculty in
1925 he and BJ became very close friends,
one of only three or four friends that B.J.
trusted completely.

Mary Ann and Vickie also were
close friends. During Mary Ann's college
years she would baby-sit Vickie, and their
friendship continued to the end. Besides
chiropractic both women had a deep love
for Jazz, and particularly Bix Beider
becke's music. After Mary Ann's passing
Vickie generously created the Mary Ann
Chance Memorial Fund at the Palmer Col
lege.
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In order to allow students to be able
to speak to the public, a weekly meeting
called the "Melting Pot" was established in
1910. It was the forerunner of the Toast
masters Clubs which were in existence dur
ing my time at Palmer. Sadie Chamberlin,
Mary Ann's great-aunt was a frequent con
tributor.

On 15 September 1911 the Rever
end Leroy F. Chamberlin, Mary Ann's
great-grandfather attended the meeting and
said to the assembly: You called upon me
to speak and if you will kindly indicate
what you want me to speak about, I will

draw with economy upon my small store of
information on that subject, whatever the
subject may be.

The President gave him the subject
"Chiropractic." Leroy Chamberlin spoke
for more than 15 minutes on chiropractic,
developments at the Palmer School and the
failure of medicine to cure the diseases
they claimed to cure.

I suppose this is sufficient a lecture
for today and I thank you for your atten
tion.

And again I would like to express
my deep thanks to my sponsors and the
Board of Directors for their vote.
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