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ABSTRACT: D.D. Palmer, the discoverer of chiropractic, who died 80 years ago, on 20 October 1 91 3, 
is briefly remembered. In the aftermath of his death, his son B.J. Palmer was accused of premeditated, 
intentional and malicious patricide, and a suit was pressed by the owners of a rival chiropractic 
school and the legal counsel of a rival chiropractic trade associat ion. The case was thrown out of 
court three times, and the perpetrators of the suits were warned by the Grand Jury that another 
appearance before them would bring an investigation into their motives for possible indictment for a 
criminal offence. As the allegations of patricide tend to reappear intermittently, a retelling of B.J. 
Palmer's defence is presented to acquaint a new generation of chiropractors with the events of 
that time. 
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D.D. Palmer, the discoverer of chiropractic, passed 
away at his home in Los Angeles on 20 October 1913, 
according to a dispatch in a Chicago paper.' - Thus B.J. 
Palmer learned about the death of his father. The two 
Palmers had not gotten along for many years, and this 
situation worsened after B.J. bought out his father s 
share in the Palmer School and Infirmary of Chiro
practic in 1906. I n fact, D.D. made his wife promise that 
B.J. would not attend the funeral ' 

Memorial services were held atthe Palmer School of 
Chiropractic in Davenport on Wednesday morning. 22 
October 1913.̂  with Dr. A.B. Hender as master of 
ceremonies. Reverend Weed, the first speaker, had 
known D.D. since 1894. He recounted his own and his 
family's experiences as patients of D.D., and that at 
D.D.'s request he had suggested three or four Greek 
terms from which D.D. chose chiropractic to name his 
new healing art. Howard Nutting, the second speaker, 
had been a close friend of the Palmers for many years. 
Being somewhat of a predestinarian, he believed that 
Dr. Palmer was created for the sole purpose of giving 
chiropractic to the world, and that he lived long enough 
to see it developed into a science, and from a science to a 
philosophy. The last fime Nutting saw D.D., the last 
words D.D. said were, " I have but a short time to live. 
What time I have wi l l be devoted to chiropractic." 

Con Murphy, the third speaker, had been a long
time friend and legal adviser to D.D. Wi th in his 
address, he painted this picture of D.D.: 

We have not come here to palaver and say that Dr Palmer 
was one of the greatest and wisest and best men that the 
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world ever knew. I would not say that, because i f I did I 
would be lying in my own heart. I did not believe that of 
him. He would not have me believe it of him. He was a 
man who was too combative and too aggressive and too 
much set in his own way to have anybody that knew him 
well to believe that of h im. and he would take that rather 
asa weakness than as a word of praise in his favor. He was 
just an ordinary man. but endowed in a great many ways 
with extraordinary faculties, keen perception, and with a 
great many ways of the people whom we call Yankees. 

Dr Hender mentioned that the news of the death had 
come rather abruptly, and that telegrams had been sent 
to Mrs D.D. Palmer by B.J., the faculty, the freshmen, 
junior and senior classes. Reverend J.J. Craven closed 
with a prayer and benediction."* 

On 26 March 1914, an attempt was made to have B.J. 
indicted by the Scott County (Iowa) Grand Jury on a 
charge of (1) murder in the first degree, or (2) murder in 
the second degree or manslaughter.' Records of the Dis
trict Court of Scott County, Criminal Appearance Doc
ket B, page 86, in State of Iowa vs. B.J. Palmer, filed 3 
Apr i l 1914, show that the Grand Jury brought in a 
"No Bil l ."" 

This prosecution had been initiated by Drs C.E. and 
G.L. Moyer, owners of the rival Universal College of 
Chiropractic (UCC), Dr George M . Otto, business 
manager of the UCC, and their attorney. Colonel Sol 
Long, who was also the attorney of the International 
Chiropractic Association (not connected with today's 
International Chiropractors Association), a rival 
organisation to B.J. Palmer's Universal Chiropractors 
Association. 
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The prosecution's case was based on: ' 

1. A letter written by T.J. Palmer to the Prosecuting 
Attorney of Scott County. Davenport, Iowa, stating, 
" I am the brother of Dr. D.D. Palmer whose death 
occurred October 20,1913, at Los Angeles, Califor
nia, from a blow given him on the streets of Daven
port, Iowa, by an automobile directed by his son B.J. 
^almer premeditatedly. intentionally and malici
ously, / am informed by persons who witnessed the 
act... (emphasis added) 

2. A letter written by Dr. M.R. McBurney, the physi
cian who signed the death certificate, addressed to 
C.E. Moyer, in direct reply to a letter from Moyer to 
Mrs D.D. Palmer, stating,"... the line of evidence as 
to the intention on the part of the automobile driver 
you wi l l be able to take up at the other end of the 
line 

3. An affidavit by one Ralph B. Cass of Bainbridge, 
Chenango County, New York, stating,"... that on or 
about the 29th day of August, 1913,1 was in the City 
of Davenport... I saw M r B.J. Palmer coming down 
the street in his automobile ... hitt ing h im (D.D.) 
and continuing to shove him towards the curbing... 
If appeared to me that Dr D.D. Palmer being hit as he 
was and as hard as he was by the automobile must have 
been thrown to the ground and run over. He. Dr D.D. 
Palmer was very excited and stated as he startedfor his 
house. 7 am going to call up the police and see if I 
can have protection, as I am afraid of my life.' 
(emphasis added) 

4. An affidavit by George M . Otto of Wausau, 
Marathon County, Wisconsin (who in 1913 was 
business manager of the UCC), stating, "... that on 
or about the 29th of August 1913 ... he received a 
phone call from D.D. Palmer, who requested that 
Dr C.E. Moyer and myself call upon him ... Dr 
Palmer said in substance ... he hit me in the back 
with the automobile, and then forced me to the curb 
with the machine..."' 

5. A letter by Dr Krudop stating. "... that he had been 
called to the bedside of the late Dr D.D. Palmer ... 
found him suffering from the effect of some violent 
cause, said by the late Dr D.D. Palmer to have 
originated by a severe blow in the back from an 
automobile driven by his son ... symptoms... were those 
of second shock, namely lo.ss ofmuscularforce. decrease 
of blood pressure and also lessening of the mental 
phenomena, including the intellectual, emotional and 
volitional...(emphasis added) 

6. Affidavit by Dr Krudop containing material sim
ilar to his letter. 

7. Affidavit by Louisa Ladd (later to be proved a 
forgery, implicating the Notary Public, Geneva 
Maxson Cloyd, a cousin of Mrs D.D. Palmer).'* 

8. Affidavit by one Paul Erdman stating, "... B.J. 
Palmer run the automobile up against him. and the 
wheel struck h im on the leg ..."' 

Certified copy of the minutes of testimony shows that 
the prosecution called three witnesses:" 

• Frank P. Lindsay, M D , stated,"... I saw the machine 
brush h im aside ... I wouldn't say that it struck 
him..." 

• Ralph B. Cass: "B.J. Palmer ... ran into D.D. Pal
mer ... pushed Dr Palmer to the curb ..." 

• Fenelon Leonard: "... I did not witness the injury to 
D.D. Palmer by an automobile run or directed by 
his son, B.J. Palmer. I f anybody says I did. it is 
false." 

As only one person tesfified to having seen an accident, 
and was not corroborated by other witnesses, the Grand 
Jury brought in a "No B i l l . " 

But what brought all this on? 
During the 1913 conference of the Universal 

Chiropractors Association, a parade was held on 27 
August on Brady Street, proceeding from the school 
downhil l to Thi rd Street. The parade was to be led by the 
United States flag, then the PSC and UCA flags, 
followed by an auto set aside for D.D. to ride in. He 
refused to ride, and said he was going to walk at the head 
of the parade, ahead of the flags. Following this car was 
a car reserved for Lieutenant Governor Morris, 
National Counsel for the UCA, and B.J. Palmer.'" 

Otto's Band followed, with faculty vehicles behind, 
then the flag-bearers of the nations represented at 
the conference, and the U C A members in state 
groupings. 

In a sworn deposition, R.C. Smith, the marshall of 
the parade stated: 

...As I was l in ing up the marchers I noticed Dr D.D. 
Palmer was attempting to lead the parade and I went up 
to h i m and taking h i m by the arm stopped him and 
attempted to lead up the street, saying, "this wi l l be a long 
walk tjefore we return and you wi l l be very tired and it wi l l 
be better for you to go up and get into one of the Faculty 
autos and ride, taking it easy, and let us young fellows do 
the walking," or words of similar import. This apparently 
pleased him for the moment, but in an instant he broke 
oose from me and said—"D—n the faculty, I 'm going to 

lead this parade." He became very abusive and I led him 
over to the sidewalk from the center of the street. In a few 
minutes he made another effort to lead the parade, but I 
made him desist, but as I stepped up to the band of 
musicians to start the parade I noticed that Dr B.J. 
Palmer's car was slipping out of line to the left side of the 
street when I again saw D.D. Palmer in the lead of the 
procession, and I again ran up to h im and taking him by 
the shoulder started pushing him to the west side of the 
street, and sidewalk, and as I looked over my shoulder I 
discovered the B.J. Palmer auto coasting close to us and I 
gave D.D. Palmer a shove and got h im out of the way of 
the car and as it slipped by it struck me with the fender 
before B.J. could stop. The car did not touch said D.D. 
Palmer norv/as it closer than four or five feet from him at 
any time while he was on the street Governor Morris was 
in the auto at the time this happened, again D.D. Palmer 
hurried to the sidewalk and then entered the Argyle flats 
and the parade proceeded down Brady street, and on 
several occasions D.D. Palmer attempted to get at the 
head of the marchers but returned to the sidewalk when 
ever I hovered in sight unti l we arrived at or near Fifth 
street, when he led the parade for about half a block until 
I came toward h im and then went on the sidewalk and did 
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not attempt to lead again. At Th i rd and Brady streets D. D. 
Palmer again went to the center of the streets and talked 
to the traffic officer, who told h im to "go on the sidewalk 
and keep out of the street." I further swear that I invited 
Dr D.D. Palmer several times to ride in an auto, but he 
persistently refused. He seemed too obsessed to get to the 
front and lead the marchers; no other place in the parade 
would answer his ideas as to his place. He was very 
abusive at the time I escorted him away from the front of 
the band. 

To offset any claim that he was struck by the auto run 
by Dr B.J. Palmer on that afternoon w i l l say that at all 
times I was between said auto and said D.D. Palmer from 
the start of the marching to the ending of the antics at 
Thi rd and Brady streets, when he disappeared from 
view.'' 

The statement that Smith was hit by B.J.'s car was cor
roborated in a sworn statement by L.E. Erickson, DC, 
one of the flagbearers in front of the band, "...that he was 
present when R.C. Smith assisted D.D. Palmer when he 
was about to be struck by an automobile, and that R.C. 
Smith got M r Palmer out of the way of the automobile, 
but was struck by the fender of the machine 
himself.."'-

Other sworn statements testifying that D.D. was not 
hit by the automobile were by Thomas Morris (Legal 
Counsel for the UCA and passenger in B.J.'s auto
mobile). O.M. Haney. Chas. B. Lehman, Arthur E. 
Gotthilf, Frank Elliott, John F. Baker, Edward Blesse, 
G.S. Foster (carrying the UCA banner), and W.A. 
Gage." 

It appears that D.D. deUberately started the rumour 
of being hit by B.J.'s automobile, and that this rumour 
was enthusiastically promoted by Moyer and Otto of 
the Universal College for their advantage. 

It is interesting to note the following sworn 
statement: 

Jerry S. Green... says, that on the day Dr D.D. Palmer and 
wife left Davenport. Iowa for California. August 28. 1913. 
... he met the said D.D. Palmer and wife ... com
menced a tirade of abuse of said son (B.J.). and among 
other things said: "Do you know of his trying to run me 
over with his automobile during the UCA parade yester
day?" To which I replied. "No." Dr D.D. Palmer then 
said. "Well, he tried his damnedest to run over me." I said. 
"Well, he didn't succeed in doing so. did he?" To which 
the said D.D. Palmer said. "No. but he only lacked a few 
feet of hitting, and would have hit me and run over me i f I 
had not dodged the automobile." This his wife assured 
me was the truth. He did not intimate, neither did his wife, 
that the car hit him. but on the other hand in answer to my 
direct question on that specific point, said it d id not hit 
him. " 

Dissatisfied that the Grand Jury had thrown out their 
criminal case. Long and Moyer started a civil suit for 
damages on behalf of the widow. They first tried to 
enlist Joe LeClaire of Davenport to act as administrator 
of the estate, but he turned it down. It is unclear whether 
others were approached.''' 

Eventually, Joy M . Loban was made administrator 
of the estate of Daniel David Palmer, and on 20 July 
1914 filed a damages claim amounting to fifty thousand 

dollars against B.J. Palmer, with Col. Long as attorney. 
Suit was filed by request of Mrs D.D. Palmer. In 1914, 
Loban was a hired teacher in the employ of the Univer
sal College. The stock of the college was controlled by 
C.E. Moyer.'^ 

On 3 July 1914, Harry St Clair, DC, stated under 
oath: 

I was an intimate friend of the late D.D. Palmer; and that 
today I am a very close friend of the widow. Mrs D.D. 
Palmer; and in such capacity have frequendy called 
upon D.D. Palmer when l iving and have done so since 
with the widow ... that between the dates of October 
20th—D.D. Palmer's death—and the present time. I have 
made at least three visits to the home of Mrs D.D. Palmer, 
and have had several 'phone talks in which she frequent
ly stated to me she was constantly being bothered with 
urgent letters from C.E. Moyer and Col. Long; urging her 
to start suit, to go on with the fight, to get even with B.J., to 
which she emphatically stated that she was not interested 
in this damage suit, d id not care to prosecute B.J. even i f 
he was cruel to his father; that B.J. had no money because 
it was all in his wife's name, and she would get none o f it 
even i f they won this suit...'^ 

One does wonder whose interest was being served. 
The case, scheduled for the September sitting of the 

Grand Jury, was held over for the November 1914 
Grand Jury. While B.J. Palmer was absent on business 
in Chicago, Detroit and New York. Frank Elliott 
appeared for two hour before the Grand Jury, ten 
minutes devoted to direct examination, and the rest to 
elucidating motive." 

Elliott presented each member of the Grand Jury 
with the booklet. With Malice Aforethought, read it to 
them and explained fully corroborated statements by 
submitting original proof 

The jury reported that: 
...in the matter of the State of Iowa against B.J. Palmer, we 
have made a full and complete investigation of this case 
and find a "No Bi l l . " It is our judgement that there has 
been an attempt in this case to use the grand jury and the 
cr iminal courts to further a civil strife. We do not favor the 
use of Scott County's money or the agency of the grand 
jury to assist on the collection of alleged damages, or to 
aid parties in bringing matters before this body for the 
purpose of helping them in civil cases. A former Grand 
Jury has made a complete and impartial investigation of 
this case, and in our opinion, that grand jury came to a 
right conclusion in finding a "No Bi l l . " 

From the evidence provided to us we find that D.D. 
Palmer was not struck by an automobile or injured by B.J. 
Palmer or anyone else in the chiropractic parade of 
August 27, 1913. 

Under Section No. 4903 of the code, it is a cr iminal 
offence against justice for any attorney, or other persons 
to excite or stir up quarrels or controversies between per
sons with intent to injure such persons. I f this matter is 
again stirred up we recommend that the next grand jury 
investigate the facts of this case under this section for the 
purpose of indictment.'" 

But how did D.D. Palmer die? Vern Gielow. D.D.'s 
biographer, stated that the cause of death was typhoid 
fever, of which D.D. had been i l l for twenty-eight days. 
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According to the death certificate, a contributing factor 
to his passing was a "tendency for years to brain conges
tion.""" Gielow explains that...the expression "conges
tion of the brain" was a single title covering a variety of 
conditions which ranged from "various morbid con
ditions of the brain which are the effects of congestion 
and inflammation together with their symptoms. This 
ran the gamut of ringing in the ears to arteriosclerosis to 
massive cerebral accident...it is impossible to establish 
which health problems D.D. may have suffered in his 
later years. Speculatively, it may account for his 
occasional outbursts of extreme anger and actions not 
consistent with his early years..."" 

That D.D. died of typhoid fever was corroborated by 
a Mrs Alfred Smith, a neighbour, who stated, " I can't 
understand it. It was but a week ago he was running 
around as active as ever. He was an early riser, getting 
out to his garden as early as 5 o'clock. It was just about a 
week before he died, they had some salmon for supper, 
after which both became poisoned. Dr D.D. Palmer 
adjusted Mrs Palmer and she got alright, but it seems 
she didn't have any luck with him. Mrs D.D. Palmer 
told me they called in several doctors, but they didn't 
save him from dying. He died a few days later after 
burning up with fever. He was not sick or showed any 
signs of other disease unti l he ate his fish..."'" 

Whether D.D. died of typhoid fever or salmonella 
poisoning is a moot point; both are caused by 
salmonella bacilli. 

Could he have been saved? Louisa Ladd, DC, who 
acted as nurse to D.D., stated that "he had proper medi
cal attention, and had he followed the instructions of 
his doctors, he would be alive today. He disobeyed all 
directions, paid no attention to what they told h im to do 
or not to do."'' 

One might ask what started D.D.'s "brain conges
tion." Anecdotal evidence has suggested that while in 
Davenport j a i l for practising medicine without a 
licence, he exercised to keep fit, and tried to see how 
high he could kick. On one such occasion he is said to 
have fallen hard onto his back, hitting his head. 

During his incarceration D.D. soured on law. courts, 
public officials and even dearest and closest friends. He 
thought them in league against them. In time this attitude 
spread to his business partner, the institutions and his 
students. Instead of getting lighter, as time went on it 
grew worse.-" 

As B.J. and D.D. could no longer agree, they decided to 
dissolve their partnership by one buying the other out. 
They could not come to an acceptable decision on the 
price, and so appointed two business men, one as 
arbiter to each party, to come to an agreement. Even
tually B.J. bought out his father for $2196.79, for which a 
receipt was signed. It was not long after that rumours 
started to circulate that B.J. had kicked out his father 
penniless.-" 

It is not the purpose of this paper to speculate on the 
condidon of D.D.'s mental state in the period of 1906-
1913, but it appears that D.D. might have had a fixation 
of being killed in a motor accident. In a letter to Ods E. 

Cronk, dated 15 A p r i l 1913, some four months prior to 
the alleged incident, D.D. stated, "...Every time I go into 
the city the autos are hunting me and some day they 
may run me down. I no longer go into the city alone, as I 
came near meeting an accident a short time ago..." I n a 
further letter to Cronk, dated 17 September 1913, a full 
three weeks afterthe alleged incident, D.D. again writes, 
" . . . I came nearer being run over by an auto i n Davenport 
than in the great city of Los Angeles, the former 50,000 
and the latter 500,000..."-' 

In a conversation that took place about 1 June 1913, 
at the home of the Kale family i n Rock Island, Ill inois, 
where D.D. was visiting, and in the presence of Frank 
Elliott and Con Murphy, D.D. related that he was afraid 
of losing his life by the reckless manner i n which 
automobiles were now being driven upon our streets; he 
also at that time stated that just previous to his coming 
to Iowa, while walking i n the streets in Los Angeles, he 
was struck by a streetcar, knocked down and his 
trousers torn, but he was "a litde too tough to k i l l . " - ' 

Any reasonable person would expect that after 
Grand Jury findings of "No Bdl" and D.D.'s statement 
to Green" in conversation, and to Cronk-' in writing, 
that he was not hit by an automobile, the allegations of 
patricide would have died a natural death. But once a lie 
is propagated, i t is hard to rectify (and to paraphrase 
words attributed to Joseph Goebbels, Propaganda 
Minister under Hitler: I f you tell a lie big enough, and 
often enough, it w i l l become accepted as truth). 

A n d so we find that in 1938 a book appears on the 
market by one Morris Bealle, entitiedMedicalMussolini, 
in which one chapter is dedicated to the events pre
viously described, written in a language that some 
might classify as sensational, others as the ravings of a 
mad muckraker, and containing many misstatements 
of facts and outright lies." This book was being adver
tised and promoted by the rival "mixer" trade associa
t ion , the Na t iona l Chiropract ic Association,-' 
apparendy to "educate" another generation of chiro
practors with the "facts." 

In 1939, A. Augustus Dye published The Evolution of 
Chiropractic, a book often quoted by chiropractic his
torians. It contained a short chapter, "With Malice 
Aforethought," which was a synopsis of B.J.'s earlier 
publication of the same name, i n which B.J. had laid out 
his defence of the 1914 charges. It has been said that this 
book was "advanced for the followers of B.J. and the 
Chiropractic Health Bureau."-' It was reprinted by 
Richmond Hal l i n 1969.-' 

It appears that Charles L. Tennant, president of the 
National Chiropractic Association, published an arti
cle titled, "Daniel David Palmer—A Great Pioneer," in 
the March 1944 issue of the A'C^/oMrno/containing the 
following statement: "While acting as a self-appointed 
leader of a parade of students and graduates, Daniel 
David Palmer was struck by a passing automobile, and 
taken, unconscious, to a hospital..." This misstatement 
of fact was countered by Wi l l i am Palmer Browned, 
D.D.'s grandson, in a letter dated 23 March 1944: "...It 
just happened that I had supper with D.D. Palmer and 
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According to tiie death certificate, a contributing factor 
to his passing was a "tendency for years to brain conges-
don.""' Gielow explains that...the expression "conges
tion of the brain" was a single title covering a variety of 
conditions which ranged from "various morbid con
ditions of the brain which are the effects of congestion 
and inflammation together with their symptoms. This 
ran the gamut of ringing in the ears to arteriosclerosis to 
massive cerebral accident...it is impossible to establish 
which health problems D.D. may have suffered in his 
later years. Speculatively, it may account for his 
occasional outbursts of extreme anger and actions not 
consistent with his early years..."" 

That D.D. died of typhoid fever was corroborated by 
a Mrs Alfred Smith, a neighbour, who stated, " I can't 
understand it. It was but a week ago he was running 
around as active as ever. He was an early riser, getdng 
out to his garden as early as 5 o'clock. It was just about a 
week before he died, they had some salmon for supper, 
after which both became poisoned. Dr D.D. Palmer 
adjusted Mrs Palmer and she got alright, but it seems 
she didn't have any luck with him. Mrs D.D. Palmer 
told me they called in several doctors, but they didn't 
save him from dying. He died a few days later after 
burning up with fever. He was not sick or showed any 
signs of other disease until he ate his fish...""* 

Whether D.D. died of typhoid fever or salmonella 
poisoning is a moot point; both are caused by 
salmonella bacilli. 

Could he have been saved? Louisa Ladd, DC, who 
acted as nurse to D.D., .stated that "he had proper medi
cal attention, and had he followed the instructions of 
his doctors, he would be alive today. He disobeyed all 
directions, paid no attention to what they told h im to do 
or not to do."''' 

One might ask what started D.D.'s "brain conges
tion." Anecdotal evidence has suggested that while in 
Davenport j a i l for practising medicine without a 
licence, he exercised to keep fit, and tried to see how 
high he could kick. On one such occasion he is said to 
have fallen hard onto his back, hitting his head. 

During his incarceration D.D. soured on law, courts, 
public officials and even dearest and closest friends. He 
thought them in league against them. In time this attitude 
spread to his business partner, the institutions and his 
students. Instead of getting lighter, as time went on it 
grew worse.-" 

As B.J. and D.D. could no longer agree, they decided to 
dissolve their partnership by one buying the other out. 
They could not come to an acceptable decision on the 
price, and so appointed two business men, one as 
arbiter to each party, to come to an agreement. Even
tually B.J. bought out his father for $2196.79, for which a 
receipt was signed. It was not long after that rumours 
started to circulate that B.J. had kicked out his father 
penniless.-" 

It is not the purpose of this paper to speculate on the 
condition of D.D.'s mental state in the period of 1906-
1913. but it appears that D.D. might have had a fixation 
of being killed in a motor accident. In a letter to Otis E. 

Cronk, dated 15 A p r i l 1913, some four months prior to 
the alleged incident, D.D. stated, "...Every time I go into 
the city the autos are hunting me and some day they 
may run me down, I no longer go into the city alone, as I 
came near meeting an accident a short time ago..." In a 
further letter to Cronk, dated 17 September 1913, a full 
three weeks afterthe alleged incident, D.D. again writes. 
" . . . I came nearer being run over by an auto in Davenport 
than in the great city of Los Angeles, the former 50,000 
and the latter 500,000..."-' 

In a conversafion that took place about 1 June 1913, 
at the home of the Kale family in Rock Island, Illinois, 
where D.D. was visifing, and in the presence of Frank 
Elliott and Con Murphy, D.D. related that he was afraid 
of losing his life by the reckless manner in which 
automobiles were now being driven upon our streets; he 
also at that time stated that just previous to his coming 
to Iowa, while walking in the streets in Los Angeles, he 
was struck by a streetcar, knocked down and his 
trousers torn, but he was "a little too tough to k i l l . " - ' 

Any reasonable person would expect that after 
Grand Jury findings of "No B d l " and D.D.'s statement 
to Green" in conversation, and to Cronk-' in writing, 
that he was not hit by an automobile, the allegations of 
patricide would have died a natural death. But once a lie 
is propagated, it is hard to rectify (and to paraphrase 
words attributed to Joseph Goelsbels, Propaganda 
Minister under Hitler: I f you tell a lie big enough, and 
often enough, it w i l l become accepted as truth). 

A n d so we find that in 1938 a book appears on the 
market by one Morris Bealle, entitiedMedical Mussolini, 
in which one chapter is dedicated to the events pre
viously described, written in a language that some 
might classify as sensational, others as the ravings of a 
mad muckraker, and containing many misstatements 
of facts and outright lies.-- This book was being adver
tised and promoted by the rival "mixer" trade associa
t ion, the Nat iona l Chiropract ic Association," 
apparendy to "educate" another generation of chiro
practors with the "facts." 

In 1939, A. Augustus Dye published TheEvolution of 
Chiropractic, a book often quoted by chiropractic his
torians. It contained a short chapter, "With Malice 
Aforethought," which was a synopsis of B.J.'s earlier 
publication of the same name, in which B.J. had laid out 
lis defence of the 1914charges. Ithasbeen saidthatthis 
book was "advanced for the followers of B.J. and the 
Chiropracfic Health Bureau."-' It was reprinted by 
Richmond Hal l i n 1969.-' 

It appears that Charles L. Tennant president of the 
National Chiropracfic Association, published an arti
cle tided, "Daniel David Palmer—A Great Pioneer." in 
the March 1944 issue of the A^C^/owr«a/containing the 
following statement: "While acting as a self-appointed 
leader of a parade of students and graduates, Daniel 
David Palmer was struck by a passing automobile, and 
taken, unconscious, to a hospital..." This misstatement 
of fact was countered by Wi l l i am Palmer Brownell, 
D.D.'s grandson, in a letter dated 23 March 1944: "...It 
just happened that I had supper with D.D. Palmer and 
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his wife the night of the accident, and nothing is further 
from the truth than he was ever near a hospital or 
was unconscious..."-" 

I n 1949, B.J. Palmer published Volume X X I I of the 
"green books" under the title. The Bigness of the Fellow 
Within, containing, in Chapters 158-176, his expanded 
version of the events leading up to and following the 
charge.-' This book was republished in 1978.-'' 

While B.J."s first pubHcation, designed as his 
defence before the Grand Jury, was not widely 
distributed—Dye stated that only three copies were 
given away—it is now over fifty years since Dye 
published his version, and over forty-five years that 
B.J.'s version has been available to the chiropractic pro
fession. Has this altered the view of chiropractic his
torians that this event did not occur? 

In 1985 we see an early positive response in a peer 
reviewed journal: 

..A falsifed version of this story led to rumors and charges 
that B.J. had actually run the car into his father, causing 
the injuries that led to D.D.'s death later that year. These 
charges were found to be without merit and were dropped 
by the Grand Jury.-'̂  (emphasis added) 

In 1992 Wardwell states, "...In the confusion apparently 
he was hit by B.J.'s car. Carver writes...'that D.D. told 
him that the car had bumped h im and knocked h im 
over, and he was seriously injured, from which injury he 
never expected to recover.' However he was able to leave 
by train the next morning..."'" In another book, slated to 
be a textbook for chiropractic students, we read, "...He 
(D.D.) died in Los Angeles 3 months later after being 
struck by an automobile in the school lyceum parade. 
The car was driven by B.J., and unsubstantiated charges 
of patricide would linger for years..."" (emphasis 
added) ( In fact D.D. died less than two months afterthe 
incident.) Both authors are respected historians, but 
still seem to be caught up in the myth. 

In December 1992, in the peer reviewed journal . 
Chiropractic History, we find a major paper by Joseph 
Keadng and Carl Cleveland i i i entided, "Sylva L. 
Ashworth, DC, the 'Grand Old Lady of Chiroprac
t ic ' "•'- Sylva Ashworth, a Palmer graduate of 1910, was 
Carl Cleveland ill's great grandmother. In an oral inter
view with Carl Cleveland Jr, Sylva's grandson, the 
following information was elicited: 

B.J. d id not hit D.D. Palmer with the auto
mobile...because she was there...and that she testified or 
told B.J., and she says the old man jumped, and the car 
did not hit him at all, that he jumped out of the way and 
lost his balance and fell, and she helped h im up.'-

I n the same issue we find another article which states 
that the father of Joseph W. Howe, a pioneer chiroprac
tic radiologist, was a 1914 Palmer graduate. Joseph 
Howe recalls his father saying that the incident involv
ing D.D. and the car driven by B.J. agreed with B.J.'s 
later tesfimony in the Grand Jury hearings." Yet in the 
same article, comparing the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy in Dealey Plaza, Dallas, Texas, with 
the non-event in Davenport, which "...would take place 
at the intersection of Brady and Third Street..." and which 

was " in all probability a/7 accident manufactured into the 
most horrendous of personal crimes—that of patricide 
against the son of the Founder "" (emphasis added) 

One may wonder what J.B. Estes might think about 
that statement. On 6 August 1914, he made the following 
sworn statement: 

... I was traffic policeman stationed on the corner of Th i rd 
and Brady streets...that while on such duty a parade of the 
Universal Chiropractors" Association was coming down 
Brady street...that just previous to said parade reaching 
Th i rd and Brady I notice a gendeman. whom I 
recognised as D.D. Palmer, coming hurriedly towards me 
from the northwest corner sidewalk; that he stated in sum 
and substance, that his son. B.J. Palmer, would not let 
him head this procession; that approximately and 
simultaneously an automobile driven by B.J. Palmer 
came out of the line of march of the parade and drove up 
to me, during which time the said B.J. Palmer told me that 
he held a permit for this parade from our Mayor Mueller; 
that D.D. Palmer was trying to disarrange the parade and 
trying to make trouble; that B.J. Palmer requested me to 
keep D.D. Palmer out of the line of march and that I so 
instructed him to do . . . I carefully noted the manner of 
walk...there was nothing in the same to indicate to me that 
he was injured, he neither l imping nor indicating pain 
or injury...'"' 

In May of 1993, Joseph Keadng, known for his abUity to 
challenge assumpfions of the chiropractic profession 
and pull ing skeletons out of closets, published a paper 
under the tide, "Dispelling Some Myths about Old Dad 
Chiro," in Dynamic Chiropractic, a newspaper that is 
said to reach every chiropractor, chiropractic student 
and chiropractic supplier worldwide." He reiterates the 
Sylva Ashworth story and gives other reasons for the 
absurdity of the claims against B.J. 

As the centenary of chiropracfic approaches, 
increasing numbers of books and papers on chiroprac
tic history are likely to be published. It wi l l be interest
ing to watch the vigilance of editors and referees to see 
whether myths are exploded or reinforced, and whether 
the American axiom, "innocent until proven guilty" wi l l 
be replaced with the Napoleonic code, "guilty until pro
ven innocent"...again, and again, and again... 
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