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"7hat Old M edical Foolt) 
Said the Old Master ' ''ith Great Disdain! 

\ HUMA.'-1 I~<TERI,ST STORY .\ BOUT ll H. D. D. PALMER BY A. T. GODZWAY , 
.M ll, D. C .. SKIATOOK OKL.\, .-Is I' OLil AT PALMER MEMORIAL DAY MEET. 

I 
HAVE not been asked nor invited to "talk" 
or to speak to you, but to listen, and to hear 
and to enjoy your remarks as to what you 

think of and how you feel toward that great soul, 
Dr. Daniel David Palmer- and now that I am 
here and have heard only words of praise for 
his high ideals in his great philosophy, science 
and art - I am reminded that he, like the most 
of u~, had a very human side to his Saint-hood 
and that there is "some bad in the best of us, as 
well as some good in the worst of us"- in other 
words that we are ALL very intensely, HUMAN 
BEINGS. 

Dr. Daniel David Palmer, as I knew him, was 
a gentleman of high honor and integrity, but 
with all had a very high temper, and an unfor
giving disposition. He was very strong in his 
likes; when he liked you there was nothing too 
good fo r you, and when he disliked ~rou, then 
there was nothing too bad that he could express 
fo r yon. 

I feel that I, possibly more than any other, 
was one on whom his hatred was manifested . 

I count it a peculiar pleasure to be privileged 
to recall at least some of the characteristics of 
this great soul who discovered, developed and 
gave to the world of suffering humanity the 
greatest science of the age-CHIROPRACTI C; 
and I count it a far g-reater privilege to have 
been H IS student; to have learned HIS P hiloso
phy, H IS Science, and HIS Art, in this great 
work; in other words to have been a Disciple at 
HIS feet in learning the greatest science of heal
ing and relieving material suffering that the 
world has ever known. True there were times 
when his insistence on exactness of adjustment 
and its IMMEDIATE result of retu rned n ormal
ity "gr ated" on me from its continued repetition , 
but these latter years have convinced m e t hat 
the lack today in our later Students and Gradu
ates is the lack of THAT REAL NE CESSITY 
"E xactness of Adjustment" and that when re
sults are not attained the lack of "Exactness of 
Adjustment" is the lackin g CAUSE of the f ail
ur e of the practitioner in getting satisf actory 
results. 

Dr. Daniel David Palmer has been pictured 
here tonight as a NEAR Saint,- and that he is, 
in his gift to suffering humanity of the gTeat 
Science of Chiropractic. But with this great gift 
to humanity as a "gift to humanity" on his right 
shoulder, he carried another "chip" on his left 
shoulder for those who might differ with him, 
and who could not accept his theories or his rea
soiling or his claims for his science of adjust
ment of the skeletal fr am'e for the relief of hu-
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man and animal ills. He was very "raw" and 
I may say uncivil to any and all members of the 
medical profession- at least all that I've ever 
known him to speak of, not even excepting the 
partner with whom he was associated in his 
school in Oklahoma City, when and where I was 
his student. 

You have been told of his birth, h is early life 
and his work as a li'Iagnetic Healer and of the 
incidents that led up to his great discovery of 
Chiropractic, but no one has told you of the other 
side. You have been told a part but no one has 
told you the .all, no one has told you the sordid 
TRUTH, and I 'm here to tell you a part of that, 
but not all even of THAT. 

Dr. Palmer was tried in Davenport, I owa, for 
practicing MEDICINE without a license, was 
convict ed and jailed for it; he served his jail sen
tence, and when he got out of jail, he left Daven
port and went to Medford, Oklahoma, and went 
in the mercantile business with his brother; some 
months l.at er he was persuaded to go to Okla
h oma City where he, with a medical .associate, 
started another Chiropractic College. At this 
st age I met him and our "troubles" began. I 
called on him, in his new office, to obtain infor
mation as to what Chiropractic was- what it was 
that his school was to teach. 

I did not inten d fo r him to ever know my real 
iden t ity, or for him to ever know that I was an 
M. D., but he seemed to sense the truth as soon 
as I met him, and within the first f ew minutes 
made me acknowledge the truth. And then our 
t r oubles began for he broached the subject of 
Tuberculosis, and said to me that Tuberculosis 
was a very simple trouble when taken early, 
when the patient had the equivalent of one good 
lung, even as with one good eye a patient may 
see, and with one good ear a patient can hear; 
and h e further continued, to tell me that the 
tuber cular germ did N OT CAUSE tuber culosis, 
and I couldn' t stand it any longer so I fired back 
at him :- "Well, Doctor, I must confess that eith
er you a r e a darn fool, or you think that I am 
one. I don't know which, nor do I think it mat
ters ver y much which way you think about it." 
That my f riends is the way the great argument 
began and I got a generous "rasping" nearly 
every day before the whole class of which I was 
a member. Dr. Palmer delighted in calling me 
"that old Medical F ool" and often reminded me 
that I was stuffed so full of Medicine · and Sur
gery that there was no room for anything else, 
and t hat he had little hope of ever making a real 
good chiropractor out of me; but when he hand
ed .me my diploma, he r emarked that it was in
deed a pleasure to be able [Continued on page 30 
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On the Witness Stand/, 

Worth Its Weight in Gold! 

T HOUSANDS OF CHIROPRAC
TORS are familiar with the 

specialized technique explained and 
illustrated in this splendid volume. It 
has been invaluable to them in many 
critical emergencies. When needed it 
is worth its weight in gold. Better 
prepare for circumstances which may 
engulf you most any . day. 

"Reducing Dislocations" 
Without Anesthesia 

After the Great French Physician, Le Grange, 
By Dr . F. W. Collin• with The 

Naturopathic Method, 

-Q"IFTY full page Photographs Illus
.1--J, trating the Technique of the Easiest 

and Most Effective Methods of Set
t ing Dislocations of the Shoulder and Hip 
Joints; Anterior or Sub-Clavicular; Sub
Glenoid ; Sub-Coracoid; Super-Coracoid; 
Sub-Spinous; Anterior Hip; Posterior Hip 
and Scia tic Notch. A Great Book for Emer
gencies. 

Printed on Enamel Paper- Finely Bound 
in Green Cloth-Stamped in Gold. 

While They Last at $2.50 
(Postpaid) 

The 

ChiropraCtic Journal 
Dr. L. M. Rogers, Editor 

P. 0. Box 114 Webster City, Iowa 

"OLD MEDICAL FOOL" 
. (Continued from page 5) 

. to hand me that certificate of award , and at our 
graduating supper in his home, he slapped me 
on the back and told me that he was proud of me. 
(Later correspondence, after he had located in 
Los Angeles, confirmed this assertion ). 

Dr. Daniel David Palmer was a gentleman of 
the highest honor, very strong in his loves and 
hates, and of a very high strung, sensitive dispo
sition. He always wore a long beard and when 
talking and very interested would work his lips 
in such a manner as to raise and lower his mous
tache and whiskers to impress his convictions on 
those who were listening to him. He seemed to 
always think his ASSERTION was sufficient 
proof of any argument or any statement that he 
might make; that for him to say so was suff ic
ient to make it so. 

During my school days under Dr. D. D. Palmer, 
I learned to dread the approaching hour for reci
tation or lecture under him, he seemed to take a 
pride in upbraiding me, seemed to blame ME for 
all the troubles that the Medical Profession at 
large had imposed on him-seemed to feel that 
I, personally, was the CAUSE of his imprison
ment, and was only too glad to even-up scores 
with me personally. He took great pride in tell
ing me that I was "an old Medical Fool." I 
tried one time to reason with him before the 
class, but soon found that it only added fuel to 
the fire and made him worse rather than better 
and, after this experience, I took the "dose" with 
the best possible grace. These incidents may be 
verified by Dr. C. Sterling Cooley of Tulsa, who 
was at that time also a student and often heard 
these personal abuses given before the a ssembled 
class. I would also state that Dr. D. D. Palmer 
seemed always to have a grudge against another 
member of his own family, and that he was n ot 
dilatory in censuring him in no uncertain terms. 
These traits in my Preceptor made him a REAL 
human being to those who knew him personally, · 
not the Saint that he is now being pictured. I 
think of and know him as "ONE · OF U S," who 
was anxious to teach us ALL OF THE GOOD 
that HE KNEW SO WELL, and to make each of 
us the EXPERT in relieving human suffering 
that HE WAS. 

I gladly forgave ALL, when he placerl his ar m 
around me at the graduating supper in his home 
and said, "You old Medical Fool, after all , I'm 
proud of YOU." 

--+--
Boss-There's two dollars missing from my 

desk drawer and no one but you and I have a key 
to it. 

Office boy-Well, let 's each put a dollar back 
and forget it. 

--+--
Remember the old t ime declaration, "Tell me 

what you eat, and I'll tell you what you are? " 
The question was asked a practical joker who re
plied, "I eat nails." And quickly came the r e
tort, "You are a liar." 

THE CHIROPRACTIC JOURNAL 
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YOU WILL ALSO 
RECEIVE A 
DESCRIPTION OF 
THE 6 PRECISION 
NERVO-SCOPES 
SO YOU CAN 
SELECT THE ONE 
YOU PREFER FOR 
YOUR FREE TRIAL
WRITE TODAY! 

The twenty-fi ve members of the state associa tion 
ed Dr. Jack Benton, Tulsa, presi dent-elect. They 
ed Dr. John Duncum , Oklahoma City , to the pres 

Other new officers are D r. George King, 
vice-p resident ; Dr. Goldia B. Young, Oklahoma 
secretary; D r. Lewis Flag ler, Lawton , assistant 
and Dr. Wayne Clark, Oklahoma City, treasurer. 
the Tulsa (Okla.) Daily World, October 8, 1961 . 

- - :::- -
OKLAHOMA 

Local D o<:tor Heads Section 
Dr. A. B. McNatt, Oklahoma City, has been elected · 

president of the Physi cal T hera py Educat ion and Re· 
sea rch Sect ion of the Oklahoma Chiropractic Physicians · 
Associati on. 

Other offi cers in the section, elected at a state con· . 
vention this week end are: D r. Charles H . McDonald, . 
Oklahoma City, vice-president; Dr. M ary Cozart, Okla. ;. 
homa City, secretary; Dr. R. M. LaSell, Pauls Valley, treas. · 

The g roup recommended appointi ng a committee to 
provide a list of physi otherapy equipment in the state 
for use of the ch iropractic physicians .- From the Daily 
Oklahoman, October 9, 1961 . 

- +-
Forward via Fundamentals 

By C. Sterling Cooley, D. C., Editor of the Magazine of the 
Oklahoma Chiropractic Physician.r Association 

On October 2, the editor of the MaJ!,azine received one 
of th e first copies of "A Journey to Understandin~ With 
the Founder of Chiropractic-D r. D. D . Palmer." It is 
a classic, wrap ped up in twen ty-six pages, that points the 
way to Uto pia fo r the chiropractic p ro fession , compiled 
by Dr. L. M . Rogers, executi ve-secretary of the N ational 
Ch iropractic Associ ation . 

Some ninety authentic quotations wh ich were selected 
from the original and onlv book ever publish ed by Dr. 
D. D. Palmer during his lifetime--The Science, Art, and 
Philoso phy of Chiropractic-are included . 

Th is classic broch ure shou ld be in the lib rary of every 
ch irop ractor, regardless of his o r her concept of chiro· 
practic or his or her affi liati on, for it is trul y a classic in 
chiropractic literature. and too. it is about the only 
rmbl ica ti on in circula tion tod ay that g ives the true D. D. 
Palmer co ncept of chiropractic by the man who foun ded 
the profession of chiropractic on September 18, 1895. 

Po nder th is from the auth or's "Forewo rd ," page 4, 
paragraph 3. T ruer words were never spoken to the 
chirop rac tic p rofession by any one: 

"lf we cannot UNITE on the promotion and practice 
of the modern in terpre tation of the comprehensive prin· 
cinles of chiropractic AS LAID DOWN bv the fonnde r of 
th is r>rofession, W'E H AVE NOTHING WHATSOEVER 
IN COMMON T O UNITE ON . . . " 
Recent events on the national level give our profes· 

sian the brightest hope it has had in several decades. 
T h is brochure, by Dr. Rogers, points the way. 

To get your copy of this outstanding ch iropracti c pub. 
lication, send $1.00 to : 

Dr. L. M . Ro.gers. executi ve sec retar1•, NCA, N ational 
Buildin}2'. Webster City, Iowa.-Editorial in the MaJ;azine 
of the Oklahoma Chiropractic Physicians Association for 
November, 1961 . 

THE JOURNAL of the N CA fo r N OVEMBER, 1961 

RIT 
GR 
ILIJ 

c 

Beau· 
o r the 
info r 
per in 
th rol 
OffeJ 
T ake 
the i 
l ndi c 


